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Dear

Thank you for sharing your vie wit e.

1 am sure you know that most crime in America doe.
not fall under federal ·urisdtctioft. I light of this. on of
the major functions f the federal gover ment in this area
i8 to provi e state and local law entol"Cen ent agencies with
the re ources th y need to co bat criI e. In this connection,
1 have worked and wUl contin'.le to ork for increased federal
aid to all elements of our system of criminal .justice.

One area where federal crtmtnallaw applies mo t directly
1.8 in the Dt8trict of Columbia. In this connection. I have sup­
ported in the past 1 g18lation to give the courts the diecretion
to impos. the d ath penalty. based on the circumstances in the
partlculal' cas. Sloee then, the !.lpreme Court has ruled that
di.cretionary application of the death penalty ts unconstitutional
.ince It leads to uneven application of the penalty. It t.s a,alnet
thia backgr·ound that I will give careful consideration to any' new
federal proposals in this area which come before the Senate,
and you may be 8ure I will keep your views in mind.

In reference to your comments about strip mining and
Pr••ident Nixon, I bave enclosed two stat.ments which set out
my own position OIl th••• matters.

Sincerely,

Clifford P. ease
U. S. Senator
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