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TRUSTEES' DECISION OF DECEMBER 12, 1952

The Board of Trustics is approeciative of the conscicentious
and responsible study of thesc two cascs by the Special Faculty Committes
of Roview, The burden of passing on a colleague's fitness to continue to
tcach is & hcavy one. The faculty committoc has prosented carcfully con-
sidercd conclusions, which it decoms fair both to the University end to
Professors Heimlich and Finley.

Neverthelcss, the Board of Trustees cannot agree with the
Faculty Committee of Roeview that no further action should be taken, for the
following reasons:

The Faculty Committoe of hoview has urged that to plead the
protection of thc Fifth Amendmont is a rccognized constituticnal right, and
that it carrics with it no implication of guilt. However, therc is here
no qucstion of the legel right of Frofessors Heimlich and Finley as citizens
to rcfusc to answer on the grounds of the Fifth Amondmcnt. The question here
concems thoir speclal obligations as members Mof a leamed profcssion, and
as rcprosentatives of this University.®

The refuszl of a feculty mcmber, on the grounds of possible
self-incrimination, to answor questions as to his prescent or past membership
in the Communist Party, put to him by a properly constituted investigatory
body, impoirs confidenee in his fitness to tesch. It is also incompatible
with the standards required of him as a member of his profession. He has
the privilege of freedom to search out and to teach the truth. This Uni-
versity will protcet him in the cxercise of that frecedom but he has corros-
ponding cbligations.

It is thorefore

RESOLVED, that this Board considers it is causc for the im-
mediete dismissal of any mcmber of the faculty or staff of the Uniwversity
that he rcfusc, on the ground of the Fifth Amcendment to the Constitution of
the United States, to enswer quostions propounded by any duly constituted
investigatory bedy, or in eny judicial proceeding, reclating to whether he is,
or has becn, & momber of the Communist Party; and further,

RESULVED, thot Profcossor Finlcy and Profcssor Heoimlich, having
rafused, on the ground of the Fifth Amendmcont to the Constitution of the
United Statos, to answer questions of this cheracter ssked them by the Sub-
committce to Investigate the Administration of the Internal Sceurity Act ond
other Intcrnel Sceurity Laws of the Committce on the Judiciary, United States
Senate, Eighty-Second Congrcss, shall, offoctive Docember 31, 1952, be dis-
misscd from the faculty of this University, unlcss, in the casc of cither of

them, he sholl, prior to thet timc have tendercd himsclf rcady to answer
the aucstiuns ;f the Senate Cormmittoe and otherwise, to the satisfaction of
the Prosident of the University and the Vice Chairmen of the Board, shall

heve conformed to the policy cxpressed in these resolutions.

On motion the following resolution was also unanimously
adopteds:

RESOLVED, that thc Board approves the manncr in which Dr.
Joncs hes conducted this matter, and specifically, the Board cndorscs and
affirms the policy stated by Prosident Joncs on September 26, 1952, that
there is no place on the faculty of Rutgers University for a mcmber of the
Comminist Party, or for anyonc who is under its discipline.



