RED LETTERS _
Heimlich, Finley Committee
Slow To Come To Decision

- LLOYDE GLIUKEN
R;-_mufmher the fabled race between the tortoise and the

B2 L B .

Public opinien, east in the role of the slower but gteadier
tortoiss, i3 'W'ltmluﬁ the race with the faculty review commit-
tes in coming to a decislon on the Heimlich, cAse.

The committee had, and continues to have, all the advant-
ages. It gﬂusaesm the complete record of 1 before the
original Board of Review and the Zenate aub-committse. It bas
the admonition of the original beard to act swifily in the inter-
esis of Bolh the professors snd the Tniversity,

¥al what has happened? The investigations, designad to present
ths Board of Trustess with [nformation sod sdrvles for a Goal desision,
have deagged on far 8 month. They Wers made sacrel o avold pre-
jodgment of the cass, With every advantage 00 its side the commities
is prograssing toa clowly.

Meanwhile, the tortolse, or public opinies, -informad amd
without tho Tacis, copable only of conjecture, has won the race
and come {0 & deciston, A sloealils proportion believes the profos-
sors imnoeent, They hove heard of Heimlich and Finley's teaching
ability and belisve they sre lully copable, They have secn Do
proaf of Communistic afiliation,

Another sestion of the usinformed publiz has decided the Two men
ara puilty of everyihing from subversion to sedition. “They are Com-
munists,'” say this sagmont of the public and and tha 'lii!qtlﬂl.ﬂl with
that, They #nd Helmbech and Finley unéi to teach.

The third, and by far the largest, bloe of the pibli hap no definita
opinian. Tts decislon is that the oratter Is of relative nnimportancs.

Thess Ehres climates of thoughts are dus to the geerecy of the com-
mittes's mestings. The fear al prejedgment no longer Bolds water as
an argument. Prejudgment has been made whem newspapers can as-
gume thes guilt or inaosenss of two men, when the publie has decided
on the problaim,

It would have been far hetter to pubboze the tegtimony pot
hafore the committes, T is vital that a decision be renched imme-
diately. Aeademic freedem, the reputation of the University and
the foture of oo men are At slake,

Ome of the woral peseiis of the blanket of secrecy placed on Lhe
deliberatlons of the sommittes of review is the relativaly large number
of porsone Who have 8o opinion on the case though the results will be
far renching in this Unilversity soeciely.

The problem is not whethar Halmlizh and Finléy AR OF WETE MLm=
bars of the Communist Party. The question ander consideration s
whether thelr refusal ko testify befors the Senate subcomamittes makes
the men unfit Lo teank at thqu.

The Amarican Association of University Professars and the local
teachers’ anion of the CIQ enaflicially have coma out in defeose of the
men, They realize that the removal of Heimlich and Finley from the
farnity for the aboye reasons would be contrary to American privaiples.
Hm:nmfld place 2 penalty on the exersse of constitutionally guaranteed
L.
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