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EDITORIAL

—————

SOMETHING
TO BE THANKFUL FOR

Om Oct. 6, Professar Harry Slochower of Brooklyn College
was dismissed from the faculty by the New York City Board
of Higher Education. He was relieved because he had refused
to answer questions put to him by the MeCarran investigat-
ing committes. J

On Monday, Professor Edwin Burgum of New York Uni-
Versity was E_u_apended from the faculfy by Chancallor Herry
Heald becanse he had refused to testify befora tha same com-
mittee.

WE ARE THANKFUL it didn’t happen here.

WE ARE THANEKFUL Professors Heimlich and Finley
were given, and are still being given, & chance to defend
themselves.

WE ARE THANKFUL the hysteria that seems to have
gripped New York educators has taken no footheld at
Rutgers.

WE ARE THANEFUL Prosdent Jome: convened a spe-
cial Board of Review to comsider the case.

WE ARE THANEFUL the Board has recommended
further investigation by a board of faculty members. |

WE ARE THANEFUL THESE MEN WERE NOT AD-|
JUDGED GUILTY EEFORE THEY HAD A CHANCE TO|
PROVE THEIR INNOCENCE.

Brooklyn Collage and New York University have no aoch .
things to e thankful for. k

Professor Slochower requested the Board to delay any ac- |
tion until they had a chance fo fully examine hiz political and |
cultural record st a hearing where the charpes against him
would be openly stated. He said he would gladly answer any |

“and all questions asked him at a hearing of the Beard.

Hewas denied this reguest. |

Professor Slochower hit the nail right on its ugly head
with a statement of farewell to the stodents of Brooklyn Col-|

lege. His words are so potent that we quote portions of that|
note here: f




“es o 18 much 15 clear: 1 was nol dismissed for any-
thing I had done. I was not even charged with having held
un-American views. I was sacrificed to a formula, rigidly
and mechanically applied . . .

“As I view the whole procedure, including the Board's
perfunctory ‘hearing,' I cannat but conelode that neither
President Gideonse (of Brooklyn College) nor the Board
members are active agenis. For, behind the anthoritarian
blumder or the polite mask, T recognized a great fear...
Hence, the eagerness to show that they were ready, even
réadier than the MeCarran commiites, to destroy a whole
lifetime of preparation. It took less than two weeks for a
group of frightened people {0 diEmiss me. . "

“They merely acted like mannequins performing in a
eoordinated {otalitarian mode, disregarding all questions
of content, of human motivation...

“This is not a farewell. T am not thinking of the possi-
bility that the courts will reverse the present, outrageons
ruling. [ have something more basic in mind. The eritieal
and spiritual approach which 1 tried to communicaie to
you i& not merely mine. It stems from and springs up
wherever there is & genwine search for what may liberate
the powers which slumber in man. They lie hidden in all,
particularly those who are young of spirit.

“It has ever heen the despair of the dark forees that
no matler how much they destroy, there ever circulates
new, fresh blood . . .The more raw, the more monstrous or
the mare formaliatic these forces operate, the more they
need to awaken the living conscience and power of man.

“This ever-renewed sonscience of the young is a Euar-
antee that such oulrage, whether manifested in open
terror or hidden behind a rigidly applied formula, will not
remain victorious. I am 52, bot somehow I feel much
vounger now afler what has happened. In this sense as
well, 1 shall stay with yon.”
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