The disturbing spectre of Communists in eﬂumhnnumma
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time two Rutgers University professors are the canse.

It is difficult to assess the cases of Simon Heimlieh and
Mogas Finley without a better acquaintance with the fm:m.
and the facts will not be known until President Jones’ special
hoard finlshes its investigation. We believe the board made &
wize decizion in holding its inquiries in secret, since that will

- put a damper on newspapers’ favor-
Analysiz Needed ite exercise of premature jumping to

ElONE,
For Conelusions Even though we believe no conclu-
" sions should be drawn without an
analysis of the board’s findings, there are some facets of the
ease which invite cornment. They are:

1. It is strange that President Jones ook no action to de-
termine Finley's political affiliatione when the professor re-
fused to answer & Comgreasional snbeommittes’s guastions m
March. An unpublieized investigation would have been prefer-
able to an enforced inguiry hannered by what may be & hostile
priss.

2, The cases bear a striking similarity to those recently
handled by the New York City Board of Education, The end
result of those cases was the summary dismissal of a number

of teachers becanse of their refusal

Constitutional to anawer questions. Profs. Heimlich
3 and Finley have taken a position
Rights Involved  simitar to that of the dismissed
teachers—refusal to testify becanzs

auch aetion wonld be an infringement, of Conatitutional rights.

8. In all the inquiries eonducted by Congressional eommit-
tees the witpesses have been implicitly accused of guilt by the
public before guilt had been ascertained. The same danger is
inherent in the present cases.

Wa are not concerned with the question of whether or not
men who follow the Commuonizt line should be allowed to teach
in & University. This question should be Jeft to edocators and
debators. We are, howevar, deeply concerned over whether or
not the cases of Heimlich and Finley will receive a fair and

impartial investigation. As members of the American presa
wa are eonvineed these men have a Fight to it




